
Ten years ago, Washington Avenue was anything but lively. The 

view was mostly used car lots, boarded-up buildings, and second-hand 

stores. But that was then. Now, the Washington Corridor , as it 

has been dubbed, consists of trendy establishments, high-dollar     

condos, and mixed use properties whose office tenants, such as     

architecture and law firms.  
 

Washington Avenue is a 3 mile stretch from Westcott to Houston  Avenue. For the night 

goers, the Corridor offers a multitude of bars and restaurants. In addition, the area has served 

as a prime location for multiple facets of real estate. The corridor has become a great location 

for apartments, condos, and high-end townhomes.  In fact, this Januaryõs total home sales in 

the Corridor area are up 29% from January of last year.  On his recent blog on HAR.com, 

Vincent Biondillo commented on the attraction that this area brings to new residents. òThe 

Washington Corridor is the new place to live and play in the city of Houston. The areaõs   

residents love the close proximity to Memorial Park, Downtown, and the Galleria. This area 

has seen a lot of residential and retail development over the past 10 years and this trend will 

definitely continue.ó  
 

In addition to personal housing and retail/ service establishments, 

many professionals are finding the Washington Corridor to be a 

great place to office.  Among the new real estate developments 

springing up along Washington Avenue is Washington Centre . 

Developed by Senterra Real Estate Group , Washington   

Centre is the first mixed-use development on Washington      

Avenue, located near Shepherd Drive. Retail tenants include popular upscale Mexican        

restaurant TQLA and game day hangout 360 Sports Lounge . The building also includes 

office suites on the 2nd and 3rd floors. 
 

Because the Corridorõs 3-mile stretch can get pretty busy in the evenings, transportation 

and parking options are a concern to patrons of the area. Senterraõs Washington Centre   

garage has been a huge convenience for the tenants, customers of the Centre, and visitors to 

the area. The 160 car parking garage is connected by both a ground floor breezeway to     

retailers and a 2nd floor sky bridge to office suites. In January, Senterra chose Merit Parking 

Company to manage the garage operations. 

 

At a November CCIM event held at 360 Sports Lounge, businessman and former mayoral 

candidate Peter Brown announced that there are deals in the works for the construction of 

Metroõs intermodal facility, which will be situated where the Downtown US Postal Office is 

currently located.   
 

All in all, the future of Washington Avenue is very promising. The area is definitely bringing 

more business and traffic to the Corridorõs restaurants, bars, and nearby retail establishments, 

and more businesses are trying to get in on the action and make their home on Washington 

Avenue.   

 

HAVE YOUR OWN OPINION ABOUT THIS ARTICLE?  

EMAIL US AT NEWS@MERITPARKING.COM  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

To find out more about 

Washington Centre , go to 

www.washingtoncentre.com   

Or  

www.meritparking.com  

 

Do you manage a  

Mixed -Use Development 

& need consulting on the  

Parking Facility ? 
 

Call 713-840-7275 to find 

out more!   
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Q&A with BUNNY ANGELL,  
Healthcare Realty - Portfolio Manager  

 

 

for both the tenants and patients. 

  

What are 2 pieces of advice you would give to 

someone considering a career in property 

management? 
 
 

1.  Get experience from the ground    

floor up.   

2.  You have to be able to work with  

people of all facets.  Your day to day   

responsibilities are never the same.  It is 

not a routine desk job. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit www.healthcarerealty.com for more info. 

Interview by:    

Stana Ocokoljic  
 

BUNNY ANGELL is a Portfolio    

Manager for Healthcare Realty Services, 

Inc., who manages 10 buildings including 

Greenpark One, a medical professional 

building located in the Houston Medical 

Center. Merit Parking has been providing 

tenants and visitors of this building with 

garage and valet parking services since 

January 2001. I sat down with Bunny to 

find out more about her career in prop-

erty management and things she has 

learned that are essential to growth in 

the industry. 
  

How did you get into a career in Property  

Management? 

I started with Transwestern as an       

Administrative Assistant.  I took advantage 

of all the opportunities that became   

available.  I currently am a Portfolio    

Manager in the Houston Area. 

  

How long have you been in the industry and 

also with Healthcare Realty? 
 
 

I have been in the commercial real estate 

industry for 12 years total; the last 3 have 

been with Healthcare Realty. 

  

What do you like about Medical Office    

property management? 
 
 

The medical industry is a scope of many 

variables.  Each day can/or is different and 

challenges are always present.  My goal is 

produce an atmosphere that is conducive  

EMPLOYEE  SHOUT -OUTS  

Itõs a girl!  Chris Figg , Facility Manager in Houston, is the proud father of Sophie Mari 

Figg.  Sophie was born on September 27, 2010 to Chris and Jennifer Figg.  Sophie 

weighed 7lb. 2oz. and was 19in. Long. 

 

 

 

This past December marked Jim Smileyõs 10yr anniversary with Merit Parking.  Jim 

Smiley is a Division Manager for Merit and has been an integral part in acquiring new 

business, marketing, and consulting on various parking projects. 

 

MERIT GIVES BACK  

David Evans, President & CEO Merit 

Parking  

Stana Ocokoljic, Merit Parking; Rob 

Keeling, Fujitec; Tiffany Davidson, 

Liquatech  
Lorna Duffield, BMS Management  

In November, Merit Parking Companyõs David Evans and Stana Ocokoljic lend a hand with other 

fellow IREM members by stuffing boxes with snacks, toiletries, and other needed items at IREMõs 

annual Support The Troops Drive.  
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Greenpark 

One is 
located at 
7515 S. Main 

St. in the 

Med Center. 

http://www.healthcarerealty.com


Upcoming Events for DOWNTOWN HOUSTON!  

For more information on Spring Events 

in Downtown Houston, go to                   

http://downtownhouston.org/calendar   

 

Where do I park?  
 

*Discovery Green ð MARKET SQUARE  

*Wortham ð LYRIC CENTER  

*City Hall ð LYRIC CENTER  

Click here to see a map.  

Whether it is spending Spring Break with 

the little ones or just taking a break of 

your own, there are many things to do 

this spring season. 
 

Take the whole family to see local vendors 

display fresh produce and local favorites at: 
CITY HALL FARMERõS MARKET 

Every Wed. @ City Hall  

Now til June 29th - 11am-2pm 

 
Bring your bike and learn how to fix it at the: 

BIKE REPAIR WORKSHOP  

Every Sat. @ Discovery Green  
10am-2pm 

 
 

 

Writers in the Schools, HPL Express and Dis-
covery Green team up to offer Houston's only 

free, open writing workshop for kids at: 
YOUNG WRITERS WORKSHOP  

Every Sat. @ Discovery Green  

10:30am-11:30am 
 
Enjoy a classic ballet of the well-known fairy tale: 

THE SLEEPING BEAUTY  
March 10, 12,13, 18-20 @ Wortham  

Call 713-227-2787   
Or visit http://houstonballet.org/   

 

 

òTire failures and 

blowouts, often a 

result of under-

inflation, contribute to 

414 deaths and 

10,295 injuries each 

year in the U.Só 
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         Getting Your Vehicle Ready For Spring:  
placed. 

 

* Brakes: A spring checkup can 

uncover any winter damage. In-

spect the brake system, including 

lines, hoses, and parking brake. 

Inspect brake fluid for proper 

level. Low brake fluid can be an 

indication of excessive brake wear 

or fluid leak. Have the brake lin-

ings/pads inspected and measured.  

 

* Suspension: Deep potholes 

aren't friendly to shocks and 

struts. An inspection to determine 

wear or leaks can alleviate bigger 

issues down the road.    

 

 

Find out other items that vehicle 

owners should have inspected in 

the Spring at: 
 

http://www.doityourself.com/stry/

ara_springcarcarerel#ixzz1DIRw

wsFK 

   This past winterôs temperatures 

have been record breaking lows 

for Houston.  The frigid tempera-

tures have been a big challenge 

for Houstonians especially when it 

comes to proper vehicle mainte-

nance.  Thankfully, spring is just 

around the corner, so what can we 

do now to get our car ready for the 

new season?  According to 

DoItYourself.com, here are some 

things to look for when you are 

getting your vehicle ready for 

spring: 

 

* Batteries: They work harder 

when it's cold, and winter can 

compromise their cranking per-

formance up to 60 percent. Test 

and replace old or weak batteries, 

especially those more than three 

years old. It can be cheaper than a 

tow and replacement on the road.  

 

* Tires, wheels: Cold weather can 

reduce tire pressure, so make sure 

all tires, including the spare, are 

properly inflated and balanced, 

and wheels are properly aligned. 

Inflate tires to their recommended 

pressure.  

Under-inflated tires can reduce 

fuel economy by up to 3.3 per-

cent, cause premature tire failure 

and are a safety hazard. Tire fail-

ures and blowouts, often a result 

of under-inflation, contribute to 

414 deaths and 10,295 injuries 

each year in the U.S., according to 

the National Highway Traffic 

Safety Administration. In addition 

to tire pressure, check for tread 

wear and any obvious damage 

caused by potholes or sharp ob-

jects. 

 

* Belts and hoses: Inspect and 

replace worn or cracked belts, as 

well as hoses that are blistered, 

brittle or too soft. Belts and hoses 

older than five years, even if they 

look intact, might need to be re-

 2011 ASTROS SCHEDULE ð SPRING TRAINING BEGINS  

With the regular season only a month away, fans are 

gearing up now for a much anticipated season because 

Season Tickets are on sale NOW !  
 

Click here to find out Astros news and ticket prices. 
 

Need Season Parking Passes at a Right Lot for a Great 

Price?  Call us at 832-305-8360 to find out more! 

Discounts are for a limited time only, so call TODAY !

Also, visit our website to see view our locations.   

                       www.meritparking.com   
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